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dangers of this mortal pilgrimage and the gate to eternal life. The
edification and manifold advantages which the church received from the
martyrdom of this great and holy man compensated the loss which it
sustained in him. Certain devout men took order to inter him in a decent
manner and made great mourning over him, though such a death was his
own most glorious triumph and unparalleled gain. The priest Lucien,
who recounts the manner of the miraculous discovery of his relics in the
fifth century, informs us that they were deposited about twenty miles from
Jerusalem, by the direction of Gamaliel and at his expense.1 St Stephen
seems to have suffered towards the end of the same year in which Christ
was crucified.

In the whole life of our divine Redeemer we have the most perfect
pattern of meekness. During his ministry he meekly bore with the weak-
ness, ignorance, and prejudices of some; with the perverseness, envy, and
malice of others; with the ingratitude of friends, and the pride and
insolence of enemies. How affecting is the most patient silence which
he held in the courts of unjust judges, and through the whole course of
his passion! How did he confirm this example which he had given us
by spending his last breath in fervent prayer for his murderers! With
what ardour and assiduity did he press upon us the practice of this virtue
of meekness, and inculcate its indispensable obligation and unspeakable
advantage! St Stephen inherited more perfectly this spirit in proportion
as he was more abundantly replenished with the Holy Ghost. No one
who is passionate, unforgiving, and revengeful, can be a follower of the
meek and humble Jesus. In vain do such assume to themselves the honour
of bearing his name. In charity, meekness, and humility, consists the very
spirit of Christianity; and scarce anything dishonours religion more than
the prevalence of the opposite spirit in those who make a profession of piety.

The following feasts are celebrated, on December 26:

ST COMMAN, Abbot and founder of the Church of Roscommon, since translated to Elphia,
is commemorated in Ireland on this date: ST JARLATH, Bishop of Tuam, 540: and ST STEPHEN,
the first martyr. His name signifies " a crown " and was engraved on his tomb at Caphragamala.
He is said to have been one of the seventy-two disciples of Our Lord.

DECEMBER 27
ST JOHN, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST

[See Tillemont, t. i. p. 330 ; Calmet, t, vii. ct viii.; Ceillier, t. i, p. 364; Reading, Ac J

ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST, who is styled in the gospel, " The beloved
disciple of Christ," and is called by the Greeks " The Divine," ms *
Galilean, the son of Zebedee and Salome, and younger brother of St Jams*

1 See on the 3rd of August